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In the Claims: 

1 1. (Currently amended) An arrangement for storing and 

2 conveying a liquid comprising: 

3 a first liquid container having an inlet opening and 

4 an outlet opening; 

5 a pipe-shaped first drain stub connected to said 

6 outlet opening of said liquid container; 

? a first partial flange connected to an outlet end of 

a said drain stub; 

9 at least one complementary flange adjoining and 

10 complementing said partial flange so that said 

11 complementary and partial flanges together form a first 

12 circular flange; 

13 a second circular flange connected to said first 
u circular flange; [[emd]] 

15 ^ drain line connected to said second circular flange, 

16 so as to establish liquid communication from said outlet 

17 opening of said first liquid container, through said first 

18 drain stub, said first partial flange, and said second 

19 circular flange into said drain [ {dr me. ] ] line; and 

20 at — least one additional liquid container arranged 

21 adjacent to said first liquid container about a fictitious 

22 upright axis extending verticall y through a circle 

23 centerpoint of said first c ircular flange . wherein an outer 

24 diameter of said first circul a r flange is large enough so 

25 that said first circular fl a nge extends radially outwardly 
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from sa id upright axis to project under each one of said 

27 first liquid container and said at least one additional 

28 liquid container, 

1 2. (Original) The arrangement according to claim 1, wherein 

2 said first circular flange and said second circular flange 

3 both have the same outer diameter and are arranged in 
a registration with each other on a common circle 
5 centerpoint. 

Claim 3 (Canceled) . 

1 4. (Currently amended) The arrangement according to 

2 [ [c laim — ] claim 1 . wherein said outlet opening is 

3 located in a floor of said first liquid container at a 
a location offset from a vertical center axis of said first 
5 liquid container toward said upright axis. 

1 5. (Original) The arrangement according to claim 4, wherein 

2 said first drain stub extends vertically between said 

3 outlet opening of said first liquid container and said 

4 first circular flange. 

1 6. (Original) The arrangement according to claim 1, wherein 

2 said at least one complementary flange comprises a blind 

3 flange that does not have an opening communicating 
* therethrough and through said second circular flange into 
s said drain line. 

4566/WFF:he - 6 - 
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1 8. 

2 



3 



4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
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12 



(Original) The arrangement according to claim 6, wherein 
said first partial flange and said blind flange each 
respectively have a plan shape of a respective sector of a 



4 circle. 



(Original) The arrangement according to claim 7 , wherein 
said plan shape of said first partial flange and of said 
blind flange is respectively selected from the group 
* consisting of a one-quarter-circle sector, a 

s one-third-circle sector, a one-half -circle sector, a 

6 two-thirds-circle sector, and a three-quarters-circle 

7 sector. 



1 9. (Currently amended) The arrangement according to claim 8, 

2 wherein said first liquid container is the single only 

3 liquid container connected to said second circular flange, 
and wherein said plan shape of said first partial flange 
and of said blind flange is selected from the group wherein 
said plan shape of said first partial flange is said 
one-half -circle sector, and said plan shape of said blind 
flange is said one-half-circle sector, said [ [ plan e] ] plan 
shape of said first partial flange is said one-third-circle 
sector and said plan shape of said blind flange is said 
two-thirds-circle sector, and said plan shape of said first 
partial flange is said one-quarter-circle sector and said 

13 P lan shape of said blind flange is said 

14 three-quarters-circle sector. 
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1 



10. (Currently amended) The arrangement according to claim 1, 

2 further comprisin g at least o ne wherein said additional 

3 liquid container arranged adjac e nt t o — said first — liquid 
* co ntainer and having has an inlet opening and an outlet 

opening, and further comprising a pipe-shaped second drain 
stub connected to said outlet opening of said additional 
liquid container, and wherein said at least one 
complementary flange comprises a second partial flange 
9 connected to an outlet end of said second drain stub so as 

10 to establish liquid communication from said outlet opening 

of said additional liquid container, through said second 
drain stub, said second partial flange, and said second 
circular flange into said drain line. 



n 

12 
13 



1 
2 
3 

1 

2 
3 



11- (Original) The arrangement according to claim 10, wherein 
said first and second partial flanges each respectively 
have a plan shape of a respective sector of a circle. 

12. (Original) The arrangement according to claim 11, wherein 
said sector of a circle is respectively selected from the 
group consisting of a one-quarter-circle sector, a 
one-third-circle sector, and a one-half -circle sector. 

13. (Original) The arrangement according to claim 10, wherein 
said at least one complementary flange further comprises a 
blind flange that does not have an opening communicating 

4566/WFF:he - 9 
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4 therethrough and through said second circular flange into 

5 said drain line. 

1 14. (Currently amended) The arrangem e nt accordin g to c laim 10, 

2 ^ arrangement for storing and conveying a liquid 

3 comprising: 

4 a first liquid container having an inlet opening and 

5 an outlet opening; 

6 £ — pipe-shaped fi rst drain stub connected to said 

7 outlet opening of said liguid container; 

8 a first parti al flange connected to an outlet end of 

9 said drain stub: 

10 3± — least one complementary flange adjoining and 

11 complementing said partial flange so that said 

12 complementary a nd partial flanges together form a first 

13 circular flange; 

14 £ — second circular flange connected to said first 

15 circular flange; 

a drain line c onnected to said second circular fiance, 
so as to establis h liguid communication from said outlet 
opening of said first liguid container, through said first 
drain stub, — said first parti al flange, and said second 
circular fl ange into said drain line; 

^ — least — on© — additio nal liguid container arranged 
adjacent to said first liguid cont a iner and having an inlet 
opening and an outlet op eni ng; and 

a pipe-shaped second dra in stub connected to said 
outlet opening of said add itional liguid container; 



16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
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26 wherei n said at least one complementary flange 

27 compris es a second partial flange connected to an outlet 

28 end of said second drain stub so as to establish liquid 

29 commun ication from said outlet opening of said additional 

30 liguid container, through said second drain stub, said 
51 second partial flange, and said second circular flange into 

32 said drain line; and 

33 wherein said drain line is the single only drain line 
3 * connected to said second circular flange, 

1 15. (Currently amended) The arrangement acc o rding to claim 10 , 

2 £n arrangement for storing and conveying a liquid 

3 comprising: 

4 a first liguid container having an inlet opening and 

5 an outlet opening; 

6 £ — pipe-shaped f irst drain stub connected to said 

7 outlet opening of said liguid container; 

8 a first parti al flange connected to an outlet end of 

9 said drain stub; 

10 — least one co mplementary flange adjoining and 

11 complementing said partial flange so that said 

12 complementary and partial f langes together form a first 

13 circular flange r 

u a second circular flange connected to said first 

15 circular flange: 

16 a drai n line connected to said second circular flange. 

17 so ae to establish li q uid communication from said outlet 

18 opening of said first ligui d container, through said first 

4566/WFF:he - 10 - 
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19 



drain stub r — said fir st partial flanae, and said second 

20 circular flanae into said drain lin Rf 

21 St — least one addit ional liquid container arranged 

22 adjacent to said first li quid container and having an inlet 

23 opening and an outlet opening: and 

24 £ — pipe-shaped s econd drain stub connected to said 
outlet opening of said a dditional liquid container: 

wherein said a t least one complementary flange 

comprises a second par tial flange connected to an outlet 
end of said second drain stub so as to establish liguid 
communication from sa id outlet opening of said additional 
liquid — container, thr ough said second drain stub, said 
second partial flange, and said second circular flange into 

32 said drain line: and 

33 wherein said first liquid container and said at least 
one additional liquid container are arranged adjacent one 
another about a fictitious upright axis extending 
vertically through a circle centerpoint of said first and 

37 second circular flanges. 

1 16. (Original) The arrangement according to claim 15, wherein 

2 each one of said liquid containers has a cross-sectional 

3 shape substantially corresponding to a sector of a circle 

4 centered at said upright axis. 



25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 



34 
35 
36 



17. (Original) The arrangement according to claim 16, wherein 
each one of said liquid containers has an outer wall 
comprising a cylindrically curved convex wall portion 
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7 
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1 
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1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 



18. 



19* 



extending along a 
and at least one 
extending along a 
axis . 



cylindrical arc about said upright axis, 
substantially straight wall portion 
radial plane radiating from said upright 



(Original) The 
said substantially 
depression therein. 



arrangement 



(Original) The 
each one of said 
having a 
one-third-cylinder , 



arrangement 



liquid 



conf igurat 



20. (Withdrawn) The 
each one of said 
having a cylindrical 



arrangement 



21. (Withdrawn) The 

a diameter of said 
upright axis is 
perpendicular to s 
containers, so that 
extend radially 
said liquid 
stubs extends at 
respective connected 



containers 
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according to claim 17, wherein 
straight wall portion has a concave 



according to claim 17, wherein 
containers is respectively a tank 
ion of a one-half-cylinder , a 
or a one-quarter-cylinder. 



according to claim 15, wherein 
lijjuid containers is respectively a tank 
configuration . 



arrangement 



according to claim 20, wherein 
::irst circular flange centered on said 
not greater than a clear space 
upright axis between said liquid 
said first circular flange does not 
from said upright axis to below 
, and wherein each one of said drain 
a downwardly sloping angle from a 
one of said liquid containers toward 

- 12 - 



aid 



outwardly 



PACE 13/19 * RCVD AT 3/29/2006 4:12:03 PM [Eastern Standard Tlmel * 8VR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/20 ■ ON1S:2738300 * C8ID:207 862 4681 * DURATION (mm-ss): 05-32 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



03/29/2006 16:19" 207-862-4681 



FASSE PATENT ATTYS 



PAGE 14/19 



10 
11 

1 
2 
3 

1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 



22, 



23. 



24. 



25 



said upright axis 
thereof to said s< 



tb be connected with said partial flange 
eclond circular flange . 



(Original) The 
said first and s 
360° circular plan 



arrangement 



according to claim 1, wherein 
ecoi|id circular flanges each have a complete 
shape . 



f larg< 



(Original) The 
comprising a flange 
second circular 
said flange seal 
respectively have 
another to establish 



arrcingement 



according to claim 1, further 
seal interposed between said first and 
res, wherein said first partial flange, 
and said second circular flange 
nhroughholes therein aligned with one 
said liquid communication. 



(Original) The 
said second circu 
throughhole therein 
flange, and wherein 
said second 
number of liquid 
drain line via said 



circular 



(Original) The 
said second circular 
interconnects and 
said second circul 
to said second 



ar 



circul 



456 6/WFF:he 



arrangement 



according to claim 23, wherein 
flange has at least one additional 
under said at least one complementary 
a total number of said throughholes in 
flange determines a maximum total 
that can be connected to said 
second circular flange. 



containers 



arrangement 



according to claim 24, wherein 
flange further has a plenum space that 
ccjmmunicates all of said throughholes in 
flange with said drain line connected 
ar flange. 
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1 
2 
3 
4 
5 

1 

2 
3 



26. 



(Original) The arra 
said at least one 
flange without a 
and wherein said 
blind flange. 



ngement according to claim 23, wherein 
complementary flange comprises a blind 
liquid communication throughhole therein, 
flange seal has no throughhole under said 



27, 



(Original) The arr< 
said drain line is 
a drain system. 



ngement according to claim 1, wherein 
unbranched and is further connected to 



Claims 28 to 34 ( Cancel eci ) . 



[RESPONSE CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE] 
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